Schools Against Waste Workshop – Waste Sector
Tuesday 22nd September 2009

Hartlepool Historic Quay

Workshop

Do you offer recycling schemes to schools? Please state your services and organisation name. If yes, what recycling schemes are offered?


Do you think the project will impact on your waste activities with schools, if so how?


Do you see a way the project can be developed that will minimise the impact to your waste activities?


What problems do you envisage with recycling waste from schools?


How do you think these problems and can overcome?


Do you have any educational materials developed for your local schools?


What messages would you like to see included in a waste and resources education package to schools, taking into account any envisaged problems with recycling waste from schools?


The following responses provided:


Durham County Council offer no recycling schemes to schools


Sunderland City Council offer the same recycling service as kerbside, they plan to have a full role out to all schools in April 2010


Northumberland County Council offer 220 schools a service that mirrors their kerbside recycling.


Alex Smiles Ltd supports Local Authorities to recycle from schools


Premier Waste Management collect recycling from schools as part of their contract with a Local Authority.


Stockton on Tees Borough Council collect co mingled inline with their kerbside service


Hartlepool BC collect paper for recycling from 40 schools, 15 of the schools also recycle cardboard and plastic, 3 of the schools also recycle cans. The service mirrors the kerbside scheme but is collected separately within the kerbside contract. Hartlepool currently setting up a scheme to collect all cleaning product containers from schools.  Hartlepool collect and provide bins for free. The service has affected their trade waste service as they collect less waste since the schools have started to recycle.








The following comments were received:


Not enough time to offer support 


Guidance needed for Eco Schools


The material needs to be Generic enough and needs to reflect the three tier system as well i.e. first, middle and High


Needs to reflect changes in collections


Needs to follow the curriculum


Address problems with engagement with Secondary Schools 


Commercial companies are waiting on DEFRA ruling, seen as a business opportunity if schools are classed as commercial waste


There will be an impact on more schools wanting to recycle and the service not being available from Local Authorities








The following comments were made:


Recycling Officers want notice of any communications going out to schools to ensure they are prepared for any contact and ensure their own communications fit in.


Many of the Local Authorities have set up stakeholder groups for sustainable schools, the project needs to feed in to the groups.


The project will be a further resource that can compliment the work of Local Authorities.





The following problems were identified:


Contamination


Caretaking Staff buy in as they will dispose of the waste


Bin sizes, space within schools and time to recycle


Communication with the school


Different LA’s have different methods so hard to have to develop a standard approach


Many LA’s have to introduce services in a phased approach to cope with increase materials, so difficult to offer a service to all from the start


 LA’s not recycling the materials that schools want to recycle


Perception that LA’s should recycle their waste they won’t pay for private contractor.


Some schools will pay external contractors but would expect the LA to do it for free.


Middlesbrough Environment City collect Confidential waste from schools (Social Enterprise)


Big problem getting waste from the classroom to an adequate storage area.


Hartlepool used to provide cardboard containers for all schools, they weren’t robust enough so they started to charge for them and schools don’t want to pay.


Hartlepool trialing wheeled shopping baskets so kids can move the waste


The big problems are that schools don’t want to spend – we need to demonstrate costs savings and benefits – educational needs for budget holders.


There is a self evaluation form in sustainable schools the S3 tool, which would highlight to schools that they need to look at this. Can order off the sustainable schools website.





The following responses were given:


The right education


Good communication between the school and the local authority


Having a Environmental Champion in the school i.e. a point of contact


Having practical solutions to overcome operational problems within schools








Groundwork South Tyneside and Newcastle have activity pack for teachers and an interactive website for children at primary age. There is a regular prize of a Nintendo wii, this is free to schools in South Tyneside. They organise activity days in the schools specifically on recycling.





Hartlepool would find a tool that doesn’t need officer time useful as they are stretched for time.








Local contacts of who they need to speak to 


Ideas of what can be recycled


Parents page


Governors page


Difficult to get the education people speaking to the waste people. Maybe have a joint event?


We need to push reduction not just recycling


Push purchasing recycled products


Local networks are very important


The Schools Liaison Officer within Redcar and Cleveland runs the Bursars Group, would be a useful contact.


Awareness raising about waste issues


Quizzes


Reasons to recycle or implement waste minimisation practices


The benefits of recycling and waste minimisation practices


Video clips of North East examples i.e. best practice


Waste facts


An initial four year life


Easy to access site


A mascot for the site
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