Schools Against Waste Workshop – Education Professionals

3rd November 2009, Woodhorn Museum, Ashington

Workshop Questions

What is your role/interest with Waste Awareness Education?


What are your initial views on the project?


How do you see the project supporting the work you do with schools?


What issues do you think may be raised when recycling from schools?

What issues do you think may be raised when recycling from schools?


What content would you like to see included in the e-learning package to schools?



What barriers do you think the project will face when rolled out to the region?


How do you think these barriers could be overcome?


Would you be prepared to sit on a steering group to help steer the project?

List Names and Contact email and number:
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The following feedback was received:


There is concern there are too many initiatives for schools around this topic, are we not giving schools yet another thing?


Schools that have signed up to Eco Schools have to be chased to take actions forward, how will this help with that?


The most difficult of the 8 pathways within Sustainable Schools is waste, particularly in relation to purchasing, as there is very little co-ordination. If regional schools came together they could buy sustainable products more cheaply


All said it was a good opportunity for LA’s to showcase their best practice


Is the aim of the project to merge with Eco Schools and Sustainable Schools? Schools Against Waste aims to offer a vehicle to achieve both these through the project 


Waste minimisation is one of the most difficult for most schools to deliver, this should help with that message


Good to have Heads of Depts/CEO’s involved in project & their buy in. Top down approach





Need to locate an enthusiast within each school, there are individuals within schools that have an environmental remit


Primary Schools in particular are run by teachers with an environmental interest


Many schools get stuck at a point in an award system


Must make the project easy for schools to link in to and make the links with other initiatives such as sustainable schools


We need to have a whole school approach – kitchen staff/cleaners often don’t feel part of the school


The project in partnership with LA’s must make it easy for schools to recycle. Some schools have black boxes in each classroom and pupils are on a rota system to empty them


Every school is different any project needs to meet individual needs


We need to be aware of health and safety issues for schools when making recommendations








Curriculum Pressure


Time constraints


Computer access at schools


Publicising


Science and Geography- Healthy Schools


Its one thing to have an interactive website its another to have physical recycling





Climate change is a big issue, this may be a way in


Need to undertake a mapping exercise of the curriculum and see where the projects fits best


Promotion of how the project will benefit the schools ofstead report


Need to target key people in education such as Head of Children’s Services, facilities services.








All present agreed to be involved in the project and wanted to hear more.





Need to be aware that children learn in different ways and are interested in different things


Recycle Now is very good and useful


Would be good to have a facility where kids can argue and question issues


Would be good to have a facility where kids can talk and debate with each other


Have a blog section where waste professionals can be questioned once a week by students


Pester power is very powerful


Schools like a fresh approach and people to come in to school to talk to students


Videos would be useful


Setting targets to improve standards





Storage space for recycled materials


Responsibility within the school


Health and Safety issues


Communication amongst all staff and students within a school





Celebration of success is important


Have a certificate for kids who complete the course


Store schools on how many pupils get a certificate


Look at a global approach to waste management and compare the UK to other countries


Look at possibilities to twin with other schools


We need to get the message across that the waste issue is everywhere and not just in school – promote responsible citizenship


Have information about materials from where they come from to where they end up. For example plastic starts as oil etc


Would be good to have a link for each LA to promote their own collection systems


Have information on what happens to materials that aren’t recycled 











